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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, § 1.97, and § 1.98, Applicants herewith 
make of record the following publications which may be material during the prosecution 
of the above-referenced patent application: 

\ 

us Patent Nol 5,523,948, published June 4, 1996; 
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US Patent No. 6,044,014, published March 28, 2000; 

German Patent Publication No. 19642737 Al, published October 30, 1997 with 
English Abstract; 

German Patent Publication No. 19850133 Al, published May 27, 1999 with 
English Abstract; 

European Patent Application No. 941910 Al, pubUshed September 15, 1999; 
Japanese Patent Publication No. 2000-89822 A, published March 31, 2000 with 
English Abstract; and 

German Patent Publication No. 19943100 Al, published April 20, 2000, with 
English Abstract. 

These publications were cited in a European Search Report mailed August 6, 2001 
during the prosecution of EP 01 109046, which corresponds to the above referenced 
application. A copy of the foregoing publications, copies of four English Abstracts for 
the German and Japanese publications, a copy of the European Search Report, and a 
reproduction of PTO Form 1449 accompany this statement. 

This statement is not to be interpreted as a representation that the cited 
publications are material, that an exhaustive search has been conducted, or that no other 
relevant information exists. Nor shall the citation of any publication herein be 
construed per se as a representation that such publication is prior art. Moreover, the 
Applicants understand that the Examiner will make an independent evaluation of the 
cited publications. 

Under 37 CFR § 1.97(b)(3), no additional costs are believed to be due in 
connection with the filing of this disclosure. If, however, a first Office Action on the 
merits issues in this application bearing a mailing date prior to the date of this 
Information Disclosure Statement , please charge the appropriate fee as required under 
37 CFR §1.17(p) to our Deposit Order Account No. 12-0080. 
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